Reading Overview
Year Five
Word Reading

Comprehension

 During Years 5, teachers should continue to emphasise pupils’ enjoyment and understanding of language,
especially vocabulary, to support their reading and writing.

 Children should be able to prepare readings, developing effective intonation to show their understanding, and should be able to summarise and present
a familiar story in their own words.

 It is essential that pupils whose decoding skills are poor are taught through a rigorous and systematic
phonics programme so that they catch up rapidly with their peers in terms of their decoding and spelling.

 They should be reading widely and frequently, outside as well as in school, for pleasure and information. They should be able to read silently, and then
discuss what they have read.

 As far as possible, pupils should follow the Year 5 and 6 programme of study in terms of listening to books
and other writing that they have not come across before, hearing and learning new vocabulary and
grammatical structures, and having a chance to talk about all of these.

 Reading should be sufficiently fluent and relatively effortless across subjects and not just in English, with a need for pupils to learn subject-specific
vocabulary.

 By the beginning of Year 5, pupils should be able to read aloud a wider range of poetry and books written at
an age-appropriate interest level with accuracy and at a reasonable speaking pace.
 They should be able to read most words effortlessly and should be able to work out how to pronounce
unfamiliar written words with increasing automaticity. If the pronunciation sounds unfamiliar, they should
ask for help in determining both the meaning of the word and how to pronounce it correctly.
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 Check that what they have read makes sense.
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